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to inquire somewhat into the current process of production of this
self-made man, and so into his bearing on the state of enterprise
in the business community.
The raw material out of which he is made is substantially the
same as that which goes to make the American politician, and the
arts of production employed and serviceable are also much the
same in both cases. As is true of most native Americans, he comes
from the farm, in the sense that he has commonly been born out-
side the limits of any properly urban community; but he will
commonly have left the farm for the country town in boyhood.
It is in the country towns, and in the smaller cities, so-called, that
far and away the greater number of American business men have
their beginnings; and the greater number of them, indeed, spend
their later life and endeavors in the same surroundings. Success
in these surroundings becomes the test of fitness to do business, or
to be trusted with discretion in business aside from or beyond these
surroundings. For all but a vanishing minority, it is these country-
town circumstances that selectively decide whether a given can-
didate for self-made business enterprise is fit to survive. So that
the great proportion of those who have the country's business,
and therefore its industry, in hand are those who have proved their
fitness for survival under the conditions imposed by the country
town, or by the small city, which is an overgrown town.
The American country town, and the small city in its degree,
is a peculiar institution, little appreciated by observers from over-
sea. It is a business community; that is to say it lives for and by
business traffic, primarily of a merchandising sort. It is often
spoken of as a center or sub-center for the distribution of goods to
the country population, and for the receipt and transmission of
country produce; but this is definition by enumeration of me-
chanical facts only. The reason of its being is the gain to be got by
doing business in this particular place. The nucleus of its popula-
tion is the local business men, whose interests constitute its munic-
ipal policy and control its municipal administration. These local
business men are such as the local bankers, merchants of many